EAST COAST LANGUAGES
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Proto-Nas

The Nasic languages are a small language familgespalong the central and northern East Coast
of Suidira. The term ‘Nasic’ comes from the waoras meaning “nation,” which forms the basis
of the ethnonyms used by speakers of these languageh a¥KoAnas “KoA nation” and
Hugnnas “the Hugn nation.” (These entities will henceforth be reéerrto asKotlinas and
Ogennas(Swira-ized versions of the namkKsAnas and Hugnnas(which probably look less
intimidating to English speakers (which I'm assugnthe majority of people reading this are.))))
(¢<How many nested parenthetical phrases can | fiiene?)

At some distant time, Nasic may have been relatesivira, as suggested by people who
have noted similarities in basic vocabulary. Howewevandered over to the East Coast and
became part of that milieu, converging with theeotBity-States in language and culture. The two
major languages (the ones with navies) are KotlgsalOgenseu, but some other tiny relatives of
exist among ethnic minorities in the high mountalnsone of them, Kotliseu nasals sometimes



appear as voiceless obstruents, and glottalizeal:appear as voiced implosivésd ¢/. Some
suspect a connection between Swira nasal + voit®nl ®mbos, those implosives, and the
Ogennas voiced stops.

Random historical note: Proto-Nas had a labiowglde */w/ which largely disappeared in
Kotlnas. First,

1. w>(C)"/[DORSAL]_
After dorsal sounds — velars and uvulars like tkyt — /w/ is reduced to a secondary
articulation on the preceding consonant. Thus, */&uwk™/, */qw/ > /g*/, etc.

2. w>@/[LABIAL]
After labial sounds, /w/ simply disappears. Thupwy > /p/.

3. w>v
In all other remaining cases — that is, word-ifilifiaafter a vowel, and after coronal
consonants, */w/ becomes a voiced labial or ladavieicative /v/.
Remember though that [v] from *[w] could have endgdadjacent to some consonants

later on for other reasons. E.g.,
*-kowap > *-kovap > -kvap “a kind of alcohol”

Kotlinas
Phonology

Consonants
Kotlnas has a lot of consonants.
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Following the sacred principle of “whatever is mosthvenient for me,” the above sounds have
been represented in a perverse mixture of IPA ameéricanist symbols. Therefore /c/ = /t&l] /

= /t'/, etc. So the single phoneme /ts/ is representedsingle symbol, /c/, which is great since the
tie diacritic never works for me. It just seemgmsach easier this way. Like most of my consonant
charts, the stops and affricates are in the samghat they pretty much pattern together anyway
so it’s fine. They're not technically stops, salegs | can't just call them stops, but I'll needdter

to refer to stops and affricates together, so mdybeall them stopfricates. It's better than
repeating “obstruents that aren’t fricatives” ak time.

By the way, in some dialects, the plain velar sehias turned into a palatal or postalveolar series:
« x>, [¢] &
. k>[tf], [tg] <&
« K> Y7, [te7] <&

For some other dialects even this wasn’t enougth,they turned the remaining labiovelars into
plain velars.

.« X">[M]
. k¥>[K
. kw? > [kf]

In some places, you get all kinds of mixtures dikse labiovelars, and palatals. Those crazy
dialects.

Vowels

There are four vowel phonemes, /i e a o/. In mosirenments they are probably more precisely
transcribed as f a 0]. However, in the interest of not having to tleespecial symbols fog]and
[a] over and over again, I'm going to use a fairlpdm transcription and represent them as [e] and



[a]. It's easier that way, and as my brother wosdy, “Close = jyst so you know...
enough.” (Or as my father would say, “Same diffeeef) The
symbols §] and [g] (and others) may still pop up in som The country:
phonetic transcriptions when | want to be perfesllye you ' Koinas(Kotlinas)
understand how something is pronounced in a p#atic The person:
environment. Also, /o/ can show up fairly randomgy[u] or [].  Kozim (Kotlim)
As long as you make it in the back of the moutleytiill be | The Janguage:
happy. Schwa occurs as an allophone of /a/ in esmtd  Kozse ™ (Kotliseu)
syllables. Schwa also occurs as an allophonedfifeunstressed
syllables in some other dialects.

There are two diphthongs, /aj/ and /av/. In phicaély reduced syllables, they become [i]
and [0]. There’s also]], although this may not really count, as it'stjas allophone of /i/.

Rules
Rules, rules, rules. Here you go:

Consonant Clusters

1. Glottalization. Whenever you get a glottal stop next to a anatbesonant, that consonant
gets glottalized, e.g. /t ¥ > [t7].

This even applies to consonants that are not stapds. On the phonetic level, Kotliseu
doeshave glottalized resonants, although it does av¢lglottalized resonaphonemesn
the phonemic level (the Platonic Idea of languageds, waiting to be theorized by
philosopher-linguist-kings). That's why you dids#e them in the table of consonants

2. Glottal Spreading. Glottalization is basically a feature of the lashsonant in the onset /
coda / whatever. Only one consonant in a clustbe4ast one — gets to be an ejective. So,
when you get two consonants together, and thedirstis glottalized, the glottalization
switches sides to the next consonant.

a. IC+C/>[CC]

b. /C +C/ - [CCT
c. /IC'+C!/> [CCT
d. /IC'+C/> [CCY

3. Frication. When two homorganic (i.e., when they have exdbtysame point of
articulation) stopfricates occur together — a situanot permitted in Kotliseu — the first of
the two is fricated. Thus,

° p>V
e t,A>¢
e C>S
e k>X
o KV>xV
* 9>y

M



This happens after the glottalization rule.

« /q+oc¢ + com/-> [gos¢om]
our (individual) lands

« /q+ ek + Kec/> [gsxk’ec]
our (jointly held) wifé

That sort of stuff doesn’t happen to continuanfghét’s it going to do, become a
meta-fricative?) They just make a long continuaat/ - [x:].

Uvulars

Certain types of consonants and vowels don't [deheother. They just don’t get along. This is the
case with uvular consonants, high vowels, and fvomtels. Uvular consonants cannot be adjacent
to front vowels or high vowels, or to the glide(decause it is essentially a variation of the high
front vowel /i/). When such vowels come into comtatth a uvular, they are lowered and / or
backed. A very short vowel is inserted betweenwdanand /j/. Examples:

Iq + jet/ > [o°jet?]
“my house”

Ig™*ivl/ > [q™*ojvi]
“squid”

/g + ek + Rec/> [gsxk’ec]
“our (jointly held) wife”

Miscellaneous

Vowels cannot begin words; when they do, a glattap automatically appears.

Syllables

What makes a Kotliseu syllable? Basically anythyog want. Syllables seem to consist of at
minimum a nucleus, and at most a nucleus and a@roother consonants. The nucleus consists a
continuant sound, and since continuant soundsdechowels, glides, liquids, nasals, and spirants,
that can be anything except a stopfricate. If | édd up correctly, that equals seven consonants in
a row.

Anyway, whenever a sonorant ends up in the midtiee lmunch of other consonants with no
vowels around, it becomes a syllable nucleus.

° p>V

! Kotlinas does not have polyandry, so | doubt aeyerer says this, but hey, | needed an examplegfardmars only
have to care about what's grammatical anyway, tatt\s realistic.



e t,A>Y

. j>i
e V>0
o m>m
. n>n
. 1>

This is not too weird, because English has somersaits like this irbutton andbottom andbotte.
But Kotliseu goes a step further and lets voicefesatives do this. The Anglophones now are
probably saying, “but, but, you needwels” Well frankly my dear, Kotliseu doesn’t give arda.
That's why you get words likkegsk meaning “one small round object.” It draws threslat
stopfricates though. Then it sticks a schved) (. | know | should formulate a precise rule for
when and where this schwa appears, but | honestgriit decided yet. Er, | mean, my field
research isn’t complete.

The result of not having to put vowels everywhertoimake words more direct and
time-efficient, as the Kotlim view it, which is gresince time is money. To outsiders the effect is
more like, as one astute Glindesan put it, garghit unshelled chestnuts. So are there no
syllables, or is everything a syllable? Profesditinguists are hard at work figuring it out as we
speak.

Nouns

Nouns are words that are inflected for case andiwdnie not inflected for mood, voice, and certain
other verbal categories.

Noun declension
Nouns are declined for five cases. There is on/aeclensional pattern.

1. Nominative -@
2. Ablative -aqg
3. Dative -i
4. Comitative -t
5. Instrumental X

TheNominative is the form used for the subjects of intransitregbs and the agents and patients
of transitive verbs. It has no suffix at all. Nonkiag is necessary to distinguish agents and patien
because pronominal marking on the verb indicates tiva agent is.

TheAblative is used to mark a source or origin. With certagrbg like XXX “receive” it marks
an agent. It is also used to mark the standardmparison.
gyetaq “from / out of my house”

The Comitative is largely reduced to the function of joining oneun phrase to another in a
coordinate relationship. Thus it is generally ttatable by the English conjunction “and.” In the
past this case had a wide range of uses corresgptalmany different English prepositions. This



can still be glimpsed in certain fossilized exprass. For the most part its usefulness has been
usurped by the dative.

gpamt “with my friend”

gayt gpam  “my friend and I”

TheDative marks the indirect object of a verb, the goal,dhection or endpoint of motion, and
static location. It has also been used to markaastormation, a use it took over from the
Comitative.

T-q™ivl-i-k g-vl-ya#1. “l will turn into a squid.®

The Instrumental is used to mark an instrument, a means, and ttagidm or area where the
action of a non-motion verb occurs.

Classes of Nouns

Nouns form two broad classes, possessed and uisgesséJnpossessed, or “free” nouns, which
include pronouns, proper hames, and many othersveférring to humans, are distinguished by
the fact that they do not take pronominal possessiarkers. Pronouns and proper names cannot
be modified by relative clauses, although humanmomnouns can be.

gay [, me

may we, us

Aay you (singular)
vay yall

say he, she, it
focay they

tay who

Aln a man
KoAnas Kotlinas

Since this class is distinguished by what degtshappen to them, we don’t have much to say, so
we’ll move on.

As you may expect, the possessed class containswaads for different kinds of demons.
But that's not all. This class includes everyththgt's not in the first class, which is 99% of
everything. Basically everything that can be peregiby the five senses and is not a fellow human
being belongs to this class, as do some fellow msn@d some things that cannot be directly
perceived by the senses. The Kotlim, like most Eaastites, live in a very mercantile society
where possession is 11/10 of the law. Everythinprigs to someone, and it is of utmost
importance to know who that someone is. Possessedsnmust be prefixed by a possession
marker. Shall | repeat the “must” part? You caedue the prefix off any more than you can just
dump a definite or indefinite article in Englishybu run around saying “Sun is shining today” or
“I shot mammoth” you will sound like a caveman,yas will if you just sayyet“house” without
sayingwhosehouse. The Kotlim will shake their heads at yod eonder what kind of barbarian

2 Literally “I and my-friend.” Kotlim aren't as pdk as English speakers.
% More correctly, “I will turn intosomeone’squid.”
* But, seebelow.



you are that your culture has not invented propegtyts.

Possessed nouns can be modified by relative clabmsaddition to the various inflected
forms, possessed nouns have an additional phowalbgieduced form, the construct state, which
unpossessed nouns do not have. Furthermore, they cdn take tense markers. Both types of
nouns are declined for case. The pronominal prefilat attach to possessed nouns (and verbs, as
we shall see) are:

. Inclusive /| Exclusive /
Singular . o
Collective | Distributive
. m-(ek-y | m-oc-
1° Person q q-ek- g-0¢-
y ;- A-ek- A-0C’-
2" Person v-(ek-) 2_0C"-
3%Person | S s-ek- s-o&
Interrogative /
. g t- t-ek- t-oé-
Indefinite
Examples:
gnas my country
gc'om my land
geknas our country
gochas our countries
goscom our lands

Nouns referring to humans, but which are wordsrétationships, are also possessed nouns and
must have pronominal prefixes, such k&g “wife.” You can saygkec“my wife” or Ak ‘ec“your
wife” but never just k'ec

The Fuzzy Line Between Possessed and Non-possessed

While the explanations above make it sound liks firetty clear whether a noun belongs to the
“possessed” or “non-possessed” class, grammarjfikes not quite that simple. Some nouns can
belong to either, and many proper names are shlffte the possessed category as people see fit.
Words for free human beings are “unpossessed,’absppeaker can put a prefix on them to
emphasize that free human being’s relationship thighspeaker or someone else. For example, a
plumber doesn’'t generally belong to anyone, butetomes someone will say, say XXX, “my
plumber,” to specify that he is talking about thenpber he himself uses.

Sometimes the meaning of the word changes depermlirtpe presence or absence of
pronominal preffixes. Take the woneep By itself, it just means “woman,” or “a woman,”

® This form, as well amoc?, v(ek-) andbc?, are nearly archaic. Using them conveys the sateof tone as quoting
Shakespeare or the Bible and saymy. They have largely been replaced by newer forkesjiek, which have been
formed more regularly from a combination of a perpeefix and a collective/distributive prefix.



basically any old woman. In olde tymes, with a préf implied a female slave, e.gvep “my
female slave.” This usage ended with the abolibbslavery. However, later hip young people
revived the practice of sticking prefixes on itan affectionate way. Now you hegvep“my
woman” with the meaning of “my girlfriend.” Stickome other stuff on, and you can get
nalmt(ek)op, “everyone’s woman,” i.e., “slut.” The same thihgs happened with the word for
“man, male,”AIn. A girl can call her boyfriendAln [g%jIn]. A guy can also call his friendsdin,

in the same way a WASP can call someone “my goad naithough the attitude expressed makes
“dude” a better translation. (Unlike some placd® Kotlim are not on constant lookout for
evidence of closeted homosexuality, so it is uhjike be interpreted as “boyfriend” unless the
person saying it is absolutely flaming.)

Possessive prefixes can even be a political idseteus take the name of the country of
these speakers, Kotlinas itself. The powers thédikbedo think of Kotlinas as a fully independent
thing that owns other things, so in official goyaent documents it never gets a prefix. Those who
would like to see more involvement in the governtraard national life on the part of the people,
often refer taQexkdtnas “Our Kotlinas,” with a first-person collective gfix to emphasize that
the country belongs to everyone altogether. Sordieals contrast this witlsexkdnas “Their
Kotlinas,” meaning the government (the Kotlinastlodse other people who aren’t one of us).
Those who tend toward the very conservative, ti@uhlist side may sayWkoAnas using the
archaic prefix.

The Construct State

The construct state is a phonetically reduced fiaken by a possessed noun when the possessor
is mentioned explicitly. While most nouns are auatioally marked for pronominal possession,
possession by another noun is more complicatedpdlgessor noun is placed directly in front of
the possessed noun, with no case marking. Thepogsessed noun follows. The possessed noun
is reduced to the construct state and it is prdfixgh the appropriate pronominal possession
marker.

The basic rule of the construct state is thatyevewel is reduced to schwa. However,
when this leaves /j/ or /v/ in a syllabic posititimney become the full vowels /i/ and /o/. Referlbac
to the syllable rules

g-pam s-ké
my-friend his-wife
“my friend’s wife”

gpam sif’ “my friend’s house”
skvap “his alcohol”
gpam skop “my friend’s alcohol”

Interrogatives

There are two basic interrogative stems in Nasigyuages, then-interrogatives and the
t-interrogatives. The-interrogatives have stems beginning with the sdohd ' het-interrogatives

® /nal/ “who” + /-m/ universalizing clitic + /t/ thil person prefix + /ek/ collective prefix + /vep¥ (op] in the construct
state) “woman.” See the sectionsioterrogativesand theconstruct state



have stems beginning with the sound /t/.

“Indefinite” or “universal” meanings are conveyey & combination of interrogative words or
prefixes and the enclitidtsandm. N = noun, V = verb.

t-N “whose N”

t-N-k “someone’s N”

t-N-k V.NEG “not everybody’s N”

t-N-m “‘everyone’s N”

t-N-mV.NEG “noone’s N” (“not anyone’s N”)
t-N V-t-m “whoever’'s N”

Notice the negative sense and the “whoever” seaseotiwork unless you have a verb in there.

Noun tense

A noun may optionally take the saremse markerpresent on verbs, no pun intendedl thing
that once existed but does not any longer mayttakeame past tense suffix found on verbs. For
example, the nounk‘ec, meaning “wife.” Because it requires a pronomimaifix (you can’t be a
wife without having a relationship with someonee8iswe can sagk’ec “my wife.” But, you can
also saygntk’ec 1sG.pasT.wife “my ex-wife,” andqvlk‘ec 1sc.FuT.wife “my wife-to-be (fiancée).”
Similarly, the noun yet”may becomejyet’“my house,”qntyet’ “the house | used to live in,”
gvlyet” “the house | bought but haven’t moved into yet.”

Numbers and Classifiers

Numbers were mostly borrowed from Yuktepat with ititeoduction of classifiers.
lum
hqg
noy
tam
sey
201
loq
set
hat
go
10 col
11 pel
12 tyap

oo ~NOoOOOUIh~WNPEFO

There is a less common set of native numerals:
1 pit

" | usually hate it when people say “no pun interidextause it's quite obvious that they made theqgrliberately and
are trying to draw attention to the fact they magminby saying “no pun intended.” But this case, | actudltn’t
notice the double meaning pfesentuntil after | had typed it.



got
mi
in
SO
soqt; gtim
nit
i; gtin
go
0 to

P OO ~NO O WN

In order to count objects, the numerals must bebooed with a classifier. The resulting
compound word is placed directly in front of theindo be counted.

tam- sk S- spexk
three  ROUND-OBJECT 3sG apple
“his three apples”

However, it may also be moved to directly in fraftthe verb. This is very common, and only
context can be used to determine which noun in lti-amgument sentence is being counted.

tam- sk s- spexk @- nt-  -kcl
three  ROUND-OBJECT 3sG apple BG PAST buy FINAL
“I bought three of his apples.”

s- spexk tam- sk g- nt-  -kéel
3sG apple three ROUND-OBJECT 1sG PAST buy FINAL
“I bought three of his apples.”

Verbs

Verbs are distinguished from nouns in that thepalodecline for case, but they are conjugated for
a variety of peculiarly verbal categories includmgod and voice. The line between nouns and
verbs in Kotlinas is pretty weak. In fact, manytsomay be used as noumsverbs, and only the
context, including the affixes to which they aremahed, can determine the interpretation as verb
or noun. Depending on your criteria for what cansgis a verb, verbs can be considered an open
class with infinitely many members, or a closedslaf very few members. This is because many
verbs (or “verbs”) are composed of a noun in coratidm with a bona fide verb stem. Or, we can
distinguish between free-standibgsic verbs, andcompound verbs which are formed from a
basic verb stem and another stem.

So here are the basic verbs

-(0)k- to come, to go: the motion verb
-it-, -yal- to become: the change-of-state verb
-(a)t- to be there: the existential verb

-iA-, -ydk-  to be: the copula



-c’- to do, to make: the general-purpose verb

They count as verbs because they can all occup@mently (that is, not attached to any other
roots or stems, because thaweto have personal prefixes and things attacheldeim}. But, they
can all occur with other roots as the second elémeitompound” verbs. Every other “verb” in
the whole language has some sort of “suffix” whghQuite transparently one of these verbs. They

differ in their productivity; k- “go” is only found inside path verbs like “entefid “exit,” but € =
appears in almost every transitive verb in the whahguage.

Example:

-sin “death” +

...-i&- = “to die”
...-iA- = “to be dead”
...-cZ ="“to kill”

More <%

task-cZ: to put down
tant-c“: to read [tans.ter]
7alv-c: to touch

tac*: to eat

mvlstokl
“We will go out.”

The basic order of elements within a verb is:
agreement-(tense)-( ROOT)-BASIC VERB ROOT-(moodgation)-final-(enclitic)

When a suffix beginning with a vowel is added &tem ending in a vowel, then the initial vowel
of the suffix is deleted. Notice that the minimummber of morphemes necessary to create a
correctly conjugated verb is three: the pronomprafix, the basic verb root, and the final.

Agreement

Verbs mark the person of the subject (or the agentransitive verbs). The markers are exactly
the same as th@ssessive markers on nouns

Tense

Kotliseu has three tenses, past, present, andefulimeir meaning should be fairly obvious to
English speakers. They occur as prefixes on the stem — the very first affixes directly in front
of the verb root.

PAST: nt-; [ns-] before coronal stopfricates {tAt A7, c, ©)
PRESENT: O-
FUTURE: vl-



Negation
NEGATIVE: -ax

Finals

The purpose of “finals” is mostly to let you knofithe sentence has ended or if it is going to keep
going. There are four main finals:

-I: suffix on a main clause verb, and therefore thal frerb, and final word, in the sentence. A bit
like a period you can hear. (<%

-xak suffix on a main clause verb, and therefore thal fverb, and final word, in the sentence —
butwhile { is added to declarative sentenceakis added to questions. A bit like a question mark
you can hear.

-t: suffix on a verb indicating that it is merely oimea sequence of actions, and the sentence is
going to keep going. The copulga#- has a special suppletive stetri, 2

-ns relativizing suffix, when the following word isr@oun which is described by the verb getting
the -nssuffix. Once again, the copula has a suppletive foni.

More final forms:

purpose: i- “in order to..."”

supposive:  knc “it is possible that...” or “suppose that...”
“because” ept “because...”

“s0” -c ok “so...” or “therefore...”

“pefore” +tam “before...”

Adverb(ial)s

Adverbs are a class of words which usually indi¢héeemanner in which an action was done. For
motion verbs, which largely indicate path, adverizg/ be used to indicate the manner of motion,
such as walking, hurrying, etc. Adverbs occur diyea front of a verb and do not take any mood,
tense, case, or pronominal inflectioffsMany adverbs show reduplication and some are
onomatopoeic.

NOUN-@ NOUN+ ADVERB VERB 4
[ figure :| [ ground :| [ manner :| motion |
path ,

8 Yes, it's the same as the instrumental case suffix

° And yes, this would be the same as the verb st as a noun in the dative case.

% However, many adverbs end i like the comitative case. This may be a relictking adverbs that etymologically
come from nouns.



